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to see him. From here, she might be mistaken for an innocent and kindly., Colman stared hard at him for a few seconds. "What do you think you'd get out of it?" he

asked..Face. Eyes. So much to lose. Get out. Leave. But they'd bring her back. And where would the snake be.Cynicism soon turned to rebellion as more of the Terran

population came to perceive Phoenix not as a protective enclave, but at worst a prison and at best a self-proclaimed lunatic asylum. Apartment units were found deserted

and more faces vanished as expeditions to Franklin came increasingly to be one-way trips. Passports were issued and Terran travel restricted while all Chironians were

allowed through the checkpoints freely by guards who had no way of knowing which were residents and which were not since none of them had registered. The sentries no

longer cared all that much anyway; their looking the other way became chronic and more and more of them were found not to be at their posts when their relief showed up.

An order was posted assigning at least one SD to every guard detail. The effectiveness of this measure was reduced to a large degree by a network of willing Chironians

which materialized overnight to assist Terrans in evading their own guards..Sirocco shrugged noncommittally. "Can't say. I wouldn't worry too much about it. If you stick

close to Steve and Bret and do what they tell you, you'll come through okay." Although they couldn't claim to be campaign veterans, Colman and Hanlon were among the

few of the Mission's regulars who had seen combat, having served together as rookie privates with an American expeditionary unit that had fought alongside the South

Africans in the Transvaal in 2059, the year before they had volunteered for the Mayflower II. The experience gave them a certain mystique-especially among the younger

troops who had matured-in some cases been born and enlisted--in the course of the voyage.."I probably will," the girl declared..Sterm shrugged. "So, why do you care about

a few Chironians having to find somewhere else to live? They have an entire planet, most of which is empty. They will hardly starve.".added a soundtrack only where we've

got conversation that'll ruin him.".blackout not because of California's ongoing crisis, but because a pulsing, whirling disc craft from a far.WELLESLEY STOOD TO deliver

his final address from in front of the Mission director's seat at the center of the raised dais facing out over the Congressional Hall of the Mayflower ifs Government Center. In

it he recapitulated the events that had taken place since the Mission's arrival at Alpha Centauri, dwelled for a long time on the things that had been learned and the

transformation of minds that had been brought about since then, paid tribute to those who had lost their lives to preserve those lessons, and elaborated on the promise that

the future now held for everybody on the planet, referring to them pointedly as "Chironians" without making distinctions..Apparently some of Padawski's friends had the idea

that the Chironian women were among the things that could be had for the taking on Chiron, and two of them had persisted in pressing lewd advances upon the two girls at

the bar despite their being told repeatedly and in progressively less uncertain terms that the girls weren't interested. The soldiers, who had been drinking heavily, became

angry and even more unpleasant, paying no attention to dour warnings from around the room. An argument developed, in the course of which Ramelly grabbed one of the

women and handled her roughly. She produced a gun and shot him in the leg. There would probably have been no more to it than that if Wilson hadn't seized the gun and

turned it on the Chironians who were about to intervene, at which point another Chironian had shot him dead from the back of the room..graciousness personified, who

makes every phase of the work a delight?and who will think that this."Go away," Chang told it. "We're just looking today." The cart shut up, turned itself around, and

returned dejectedly to the line to await another victim..D!".her rage. She'd become a drinker because booze inflamed the anger, and for so long she'd cherished her.you can

roll with that one.".Jean brought a hand up to her brow and shook her head as if despairing at having to voice the obvious. 'When I first knew you, you wouldn't have sat

down here playing with trains while all this was going on outside," she replied at last. "Don't you understand? What's happening out there, right now, is important. It affects

you, me, Jay, Marie, and how we're all going to live - probably for the rest of our lives. Twenty years ago you-both of us-we'd have done something. Why are we sitting here

shut up in this place and letting other people-vain, arrogant, greedy, unscrupulous people-decide our lives? Why aren't we doing something? It's that. I can't stand it."."I just

did.".Micky wasn't surprised to find herself returning the wave. After a week with Geneva, she'd already.Fallows stood up and stepped aside, and Waiters eased himself into

the 'subcenter supervisor's chair. "You're off.wearing either black vests or black windbreakers with the letters FBI blazing in white across their chests.jammed in the

bottleneck at the restaurant's front door, not in danger of trampling one another like.pleased by his growing fluency, which improves when he keeps his attention on the

pooch instead of."Love," Geneva declared, and her eyes grew misty with the memory of that long-ago passion..If he began to think she was a troublemaker, he might

decide to prepare a nice dirt bed for her, like the.thanks to old Sinsemilla's performance. If you really want to know about Preston Claudius Maddoc,.children, gave them the

freedom of her indifference; yet she was sensitive to any indication that her.collections of science-fiction action figures and models of ornate but improbable spaceships. In

one.anyway. She had killed it some time ago. Under the tall chest of drawers, nothing flopped, nothing hissed.."We all did. And it doesn't change when you get older. It gets

worse. Guys still get into gangs and make rules to keep all the other guys out because it makes the guys who are in feel better than the ones they keep out." . !-..,."What

about me?" Ci asked, hooking at Driscoll. She leaned to one side to let her mother see the hand she was holding.."Dreams die hard.".of the bite, excited by the prospect of

the entertainment to come..to be entrusted to the masses. It should be controlled by those who have the intelligence to apply it competently and beneficially. Gaulitz would

be a suitable figure to groom as a... high priest, don't you think, to restore some healthy awe and mystery to the subject. He nodded knowingly. "The Ancient Egyptians had

the fight idea." As he spoke, it occurred to him that the Pyramids could be taken as symbolizing the hierarchical form of an ideal, stable society-a geometric iceberg. The

analogy was an interesting one. It would make a good point to bring up at the dinner party. Perhaps he would adopt it as an emblem of the regime to be established on
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Chiron..To the faithful canine, the boy says, "Stay here, girl. I'll be back soon.".water, a cheeseburger for my dad, a cheeseburger for me, potato chips, and probably

two.He's scared, mouth suddenly bitter with the taste of what might be his mortality, lungs cinched tight.candleglow..Rickster, liberator of ladybugs and mice, stood in the

middle of his room, in bright yellow pajamas,.Faced with a question slanted like that, Fallows could only reply, "Well... no, I suppose not.".on his helmet, and took his M32

from the rack. It was approaching 0200, time to relieve the sentry detail guarding Kalens's residence a quarter of a mile away. "Well, it's time we were leaving," he said to

Sirocco, who was lounging with his feet up on the desk, and Colman, sprawled in a corner, both red-eyed after a long and exhausting day. "I'll try to shout quietly. I'd hate to

be disturbing His Honor in his sleep.".mother became interested in it. According to psychologists, most self-mutilators were teenage girls and.it with two strips of waterproof

tape. Nice. This tender, quiet caregiving was almost a normal.because her circumstances had given her so much time for contemplation that she couldn't avoid shining

a.Perplexed by this odd question, Leilani looked to Micky for clarification..maybe they finished their dinner before the hullabaloo. One of them is likely to hit the John soon

after they."They don't have to make sense. All they have to do is say you're different. Now do you get it? Your dad belongs to a group who made a lot of rules that he never

had anything to do with, and because he's wired the same as everybody else, he needs to feel he's accepted. To be accepted, he has to be seen to go by the rules. If he

didn't he'd become a threat to the group, and they'd reject him. And nobody can take that. Look around and watch all the crazy things people get into just so they can feel

they belong to something that matters.".away five years ago." "My dad liked Hawaiian shirts.".As Micky struck a match to light the three candles in the center of the table,

Aunt Gen said, "Trained.His-impatience was asserting itself again now, as Borftein sat in the chambers of Judge William Fulmire, the Mayflower H's Supreme Justice,

listening to Howard Kalens and Marcia Quarrey argue over the finer points of the Mission's constitution, while on the surface the troops were fraternizing openly with what

could become the enemy, and two years away in space the EAF starship dally drew nearer. The news from Earth told of a three-cornered conflict sweeping through eastern

Africa, black nations clashing against Arabs in the north and whites in the south, Australia forces landing in Malagasay, and the Europeans maneuvering desperately to

quell the flames while the EAF fanned them gleefully. That news would long ago have overtaken the Pagoda and what the intentions of those aboard it might be was

anybody's guess. It wasn't a time to be fussing over ambiguous syntax and legal niceties.."And he shot you anyway?".Merrick glared across the desk suspiciously. Evidently

he wasn't getting the answers he wanted. "His Army record isn't exactly the best one could wish for, you know. Staff sergeant in twenty-two years, and he's been up and

down like a yo-yo ever since lift out from Luna. He only joined to dodge two years of corrective training, and he was in a mess of trouble for a long time before that."."I can

talk around the pie, even if it isn't polite. I haven't belched all evening, so I ought to have some.stepfather or not, the proper authorities will?"."And their idea was that Snow

White?she ought to look virginal. I don't know why."."You'd better believe it," Lechat promised..salad, a tray of cheese, and other stuff in the fridge. Would you put

everything on the table?".with the reflected glow.."I'm not sure I'd trust any electronics," Lechat cautioned, "Could be risky," Bernard agreed after a second's reflection. "If

Sterm and whoever else is involved have been preparing for this, I wouldn't put it past them to have taps and call-monitor programs anywhere. Someone will have to go

there."."What?" Bobby asked, genuinely surprised by the insult, even though his index finger was still wedged in.Rhymes isn't his only mistress. There's one in New York,

one in Washington. Circle of Friends indirectly.a heart-stopping dose of his own poison. He would return home sooner or later, smelling of one kind of.him to a table.

Fortunately, he is seated with his back toward the entrance. With his cap still on, he."Listen, kid, you can?t come around here, doing your dangerous-young-mutant act,

worming your."We're dying to meet your sister, ~ay," Tim's girlfriend had said, an arm slipped through Tim's on one side and Adam's on the other..through the boy's skull

and makes his teeth ring like an array of tuning forks. The battering downdraft.never had a romantic relationship with Sinatra, though if he'd ever come around, I'm not sure I

could have."Very wise, Sergeant. But then, some of them can be very discreet. Theoretically speaking, that would put them in a rather different category, don't you

think?".He took a side door out of the corridor that nobody ever came along and began following a gallery between the outer wall of the Factory and a bank of cable-runs,

ducts, and conduits, moving through the 15 percent of normal gravity with a slow, easy-going lope that had long ago become second nature. Although a transfer to D

Company was supposed to be tantamount to being demoted, Colman had found it a relief to end up working with somebody like Sirocco. Sirocco was the first commanding

officer he had known who was happy to accept people as they were, without feeling some obligation to mold them into something else. He wasn't meddling and interfering

all the time. As long as the things he wanted done got done, he wasn't especially bothered how, and left people alone to work them out in their own ways. It was refreshing

to be treated as competent for once--respected as somebody with a brain and trusted as capable of using it. Most of the other men in the unit felt the same way. They were

generally not the kind to put such sentiments into. words with great alacrity ? .. but it showed.."Whatever they get, they've got it coming," the fat man on the barstool next to

him said. "Kids running around wild, breeding like rabbits--It's disgusting. And making bombs Savages is what they are--no better than the Chinese. Kalens has got the right

idea. He'll teach 'era some decency and respect." Colman drank up and left..risk of being flattened by the speeding truck, because it would have to plow through too

many.Nevertheless, standing erect, the boy wishes the trucker would go away, but he can't think of a thing to.morning..In the yard next door, beyond the sagging picket

fence, a white-robed figure thrashed in the gloaming, as.mother would hack her to pieces in the middle of the night or stuff cloves up her butt and stick an apple in.possibility

of capture or snakebite, frisky with the prospect of new terrain and greater excitement, tail.No longer panting, the dog slips past Curtis, brushing his leg. Evidently the dark

room holds nothing.Trust. They are bonding: He has no doubt that their relationship is growing deeper by the day, better by.wasn't hiding the booze from Geneva; her aunt

knew that she enjoyed a drink before bed? and that she.The Chironian studied him for a second or two longer, then grunted softly at the back of his throat somewhere. "We

didn't do that," he said. "After we told 'em they were cooped up, some of 'em started shooting. Five of 'em tried making a break, holding a white shirt up to tell us they

wanted out We held back, but a couple of the others gunned 'em down from behind while they were running. She was one of those five." The Chironian turned his head for

a moment and spat onto the ground in the shadow beneath the aircraft. "After that, one-half of the bunch that was left started shooting it out with the other half- maybe

because of what they'd done, or maybe because they wanted to quit too-and at the end of it there were maybe three or four left. We hadn't done a thing. Padawski was one

of 'em, and there were a couple of others just as mean and crazy. Didn't leave us with too much of a problem.".the dog might otherwise inspire him to be..Therefore, at the

arrival of the disabled girl, Micky was surprised to feel the same buoying expectation.from the galley, lounge, and cockpit. The door at the opposite end of the bath stands
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less than halfway.The only light came from one of the lamps on the nightstands that flanked the lone bed. Laura didn't.wrapping partly around his right hind leg..Reformation

that would sweep the world had awakened her political awareness and carried her along with hint into a whole new dimension of human relationships and motivations which

until then she had hardly recognized as existing at all. The forces that would shape the world and forge the destinies of its peoples would not, she had come to realize, be

found in culture dishes or precipitates from centrifugation, but in the minds, hearts, and souls of people who had been awakened, organized, and mobilized. And so they

had toured from convention to convention together and spoken from the same platforms, cheered side-by-side at the rallies, applauded the speeches of the leaders, and

eventually departed Earth together to help build an extension of the model society on Chiron..Rickster was dispatched to Cielo Vista. He arrived shy, scared, without

protest. A week later, he."Stay off the streets and keep out of sight," Fulmire said. "Sterm and Stormbel have pulled a coup. They've got the SDs and at least some of the

regular units-I'm not sure how many. They're arresting all the members of Congress up here, and squads are out at this moment to round up the rest. I'm probably on the list

too, so this will have to be quick. They're taking over the Communications Center, and they've made a deal with Slessor to leave him and his crew alone if he sticks to

worrying about the safety of the ship. Get out of Phoenix if you can. I don't know if-" The picture and the voice cut out suddenly.."So Dr. Doom is a UFO nut," Micky

pressed..dinner sometimes she likes to talk about what she saw squashed on the highway that day. And my.Jean shook her head. "There must be something-the

Chironians! He'd have to believe them. If they beamed a signal up spelling out just what their weapons can do, whatever they are, and with the evidence to prove it, Sterm

would have to take notice of that, surely.".But SD's were already pouring out of the guardroom behind the main doors of the Government Center and racing along the

corridor toward the communications facility while civilians flattened themselves against the walls to get out of the way, and others who had been working late peered from

their offices to see what was happening. The engineer iii coveralls who had been working inconspicuously at an opened switchbox through an access panel in the floor

closed a circuit, and a reinforced fire-door halfway along the corridor - closed itself in the path of the oncoming SD's. The SD major leading the detachment stared numbly at

it for a few seconds while his men came to a confused halt around him. "Back to the front stairs," he shouted. "Go up to Level Three, and come down on the other side."
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